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Princeton Symphony Orchestra To Receive
$10,000 NEA Grant
by BWW News Desk  Feb. 13, 2019  

The Princeton Symphony Orchestra (PSO) is to
receive a $10,000 Art Works grant from The
National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) to help
fund a community engagement project
centered on Mango Suite, a new work by
composer Derek Bermel, and its inspiration
Sandra Cisneros and her short novel The House
on Mango Street. Ms. Cisneros' book provides a
window onto what it's like growing up amid two
cultures.

Upon learning of the grant, PSO Executive
Director Marc Uys said, "It's terri�c to receive
this recognition from the NEA which allows us
to demonstrate how artistic mediums can

combine to bring into focus important issues like cultural identity."

The Art Works grant enables the PSO to offer a free community event on Saturday, May
18, 2019 at Richardson Auditorium featuring author Sandra Cisneros speaking about her
experience growing up amidst two cultures and its impact on her writing of The House
on Mango Street. Composer Derek Bermel and guest vocalist Paulina Viarreal will join
Ms. Cisneros onstage to perform excerpts from Derek Bermel's Mango Suite which
emphasizes themes presented in the book's vignettes. The event is intended to foster a
community-wide dialogue around challenges faced by Princeton's Latinx immigrant
community today.

Additionally, Derek Bermel will lead a
songwriting workshop at schools
participating in the orchestra's PSO
BRAVO! Education Program, and plans
are underway for a second workshop
focused on exploring issues of cultural
identity through artistic expression.

Derek Bermel has been widely hailed
for his creativity, theatricality, and
virtuosity as a composer and clarinetist.
Artistic Director of the American
Composers Orchestra, Bermel is also
curator of the Gamper Festival at the
Bowdoin International Music Festival,
director of Copland House's emerging
composers institute Cultivate, and he recently enjoyed a four-year tenure as artist-in-
residence at the Institute for Advanced Study (IAS) in Princeton. Bermel has become
recognized as a dynamic and unconventional curator of concert series that spotlight
the composer as performer, including ACO's SONIC Festival. Alongside his international
studies of ethnomusicology and orchestration, an ongoing engagement with other
musical cultures has become part of the fabric and force of his compositional language,
in which the human voice and its myriad in�ections play a primary role.
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Sandra Cisneros is a poet, short story
writer, novelist, essayist, performer, and
artist whose work explores the lives of
the working-class. Her numerous
awards include NEA fellowships in both
poetry and �ction, the Texas Medal of
the Arts, a MacArthur Fellowship,
several honorary doctorates and
national and international book awards,
including Chicago's Fifth Star Award,
the PEN Center USA Literary Award, the
Fairfax Prize, and the National Medal of
the Arts awarded to her by President
Obama in 2016. Most recently, she
received the Ford Foundation's Art of

Change Fellowship, was recognized among The Frederick Douglass 200, and won the
PEN/Nabokov Award for international literature. Her classic, coming-of-age novel, The
House on Mango Street, has sold over six million copies, has been translated into over
twenty languages, and is required reading in elementary, high school, and universities
across the nation.

The NEA announced awards totaling more than $27 million in grants as part of the Arts
Endowment's �rst major funding round of �scal year 2019. Art Works is the Arts
Endowment's principal grantmaking program. The agency received 1,605 Art Works
applications for this round of grantmaking, and will award 972 grants in this category.

"The arts enhance our communities and our lives, and we look forward to seeing these
projects take place throughout the country, giving Americans opportunities to learn, to
create, to heal, and to celebrate," said Mary Anne Carter, acting chairman of the National
Endowment for the Arts.

For more information on this National Endowment for the Arts grant announcement,
visit arts.gov/news.

Related Articles

More Hot Stories For You
Azrieli Foundation Celebrates Azrieli Music Prize Winners With European Debuts In Warsaw

CABARET to Play at Teatr Rozrywki

HALKA to Play at Moniuszko Auditorium

LOST SOULS to Premiere at Moniuszko Auditorium November 2019

$187.50

$199

$59.25

Ross-Simons

6-8.5mm Cultured Pearl,

Blue Topaz,...

London Blue Topaz

Hoop Drop Earrings,...

9mm Simulated

Emerald, CZ Drop...

Your group is almost complete

Your group has the power to change lives.

CLICK

CLICK

CLICK

-75%

Br

Tragedy of King 
Second 
Bickford Theatre (9/29 -

DISNEY'S FROZE
JOHN Y DATER ELEMENT

6/19)

VIEW ALL  ADD A 

New Jersey Ema

Get the latest news, ph

 

Ticket Central

COM

WAIT

JERS

BEAU

PHAN
OPERA

Trending Now on BWW

BWW Exclusive: See Meg

from PATSY & LORETTA G

More Videos

Lois R

L.O.V.

Squar

Cente

See th

42nd 

to Cin



9/9/2019 Princeton Symphony Orchestra To Receive $10,000 NEA Grant

https://www.broadwayworld.com/new-jersey/article/Princeton-Symphony-Orchestra-To-Receive-10000-NEA-Grant-20190213 3/5

Recommended for Yo

Arts Council 

and Princeto

Center Prese

with Bollywo

Dreamcatch

World Premi

LUCKY ONES

PSO Present

Soundtracks

Writer James

Centenary St

Young Audie

Presents PO

Your 
group is
waiting
Meetup.com

Your group h
the power to
change lives

SIGN UP



9/9/2019 Princeton Symphony Orchestra To Receive $10,000 NEA Grant

https://www.broadwayworld.com/new-jersey/article/Princeton-Symphony-Orchestra-To-Receive-10000-NEA-Grant-20190213 4/5

Subscribe Now
Register for discounts, s

Around the Broadway
Seattle: Rob McClure To Lea
Premiere Of MRS. DOUBTF

Atlanta: VIDEO: Get A First 
Bus' From BECOMING NAN

Los Angeles: McCormack, M
Set For CONCERT FOR AME

CD/Books/DVDs: Norbert L
Solo Album

Food + Wine: MY/MO MOC
New Limited-Edition Fall Fla

Spain: EL MÉDICO EL MUSI
absoluto de los Premios del
BroadwayWorld Spain 2019

Charity Corner: Win A VIP F
Supreme Opening Night Pa
Manuel Miranda

Australia - Melbourne: Rial
Hugh Jackman Headlining 
Final?

Chicago: Photos: Marriott T
Fresh with SOMETHING RO



9/9/2019 Princeton Symphony Orchestra To Receive $10,000 NEA Grant

https://www.broadwayworld.com/new-jersey/article/Princeton-Symphony-Orchestra-To-Receive-10000-NEA-Grant-20190213 5/5

Follow Us

 Facebook

 Twitter

 Instagram

 Apps

BWW Sister Sites Around the World

TV/MOVIES

MUSIC

CLASSICAL MUSIC

DANCE

OPERA

BROADWAY SHOWS

REVIEWS

TOURS

LOCAL SHOWS

DISCOUNTS

AUDITIONS

CLASSIFIEDS

VIDEO

STUDENT CENTER

DATABASE

Advertising Info Contact Us Join the Team Submit News Privacy Pol© 2019 Wisdom Digital Media


