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ORCHESTRA ONLINE: RoVVen MilanoY, aUWiVWic diUecWoU of Whe
PUinceWon S\mShon\ OUcheVWUa, leadV Whe enVemble in a
UecenW liYe SeUfoUmance. DeVSiWe Whe limiWaWionV SoVed b\ Whe
Sandemic, MilanoY iV enWhXViaVWic aboXW Whe oUcheVWUa·V
XScoming YiUWXal VeaVon.

B\ Anne LeYin

Like most ever\ arts organi]ation, the Princeton S\mphon\
Orchestra (PSO) has faced major challenges since COVID-19 put
live performances on hold. The PSO, which holds regular seasons
at Richardson Auditorium on the Princeton Universit\ campus, has
worked hard to keep audiences engaged while the pandemic
continues with no clear end in sight.

Artistic Director Rossen Milanov acknowledges these challenges.
But he makes no apologies for the online series that begins
October 4 and replaces the original fall subscription concerts. In
fact, ´Virtual Concerts: Your Orchestra, Your Homeµ is as ambitious
a season as one that he might have programmed for live

:LHYJO���

MenX   

http://www.towntopics.com/wordpress


10/6/2020 PUinceWRn S\mShRn\ OUcheVWUa·V Fall SeaVRn iV ViUWXal and AmbiWiRXV _ TRZn TRSicV

ZZZ.WRZnWRSicV.cRm/ZRUdSUeVV/2020/09/09/SUinceWRn-V\mShRn\-RUcheVWUaV-fall-VeaVRn-iV-YiUWXal-and-ambiWiRXV/ 2/16

performances. The series mi[es known works b\ Mo]art, Grieg,
and Shostakovich with newer music b\ contemporar\ composers,
much of which is a commentar\ on current social issues. Guest
artists originall\ scheduled to appear with the orchestra will be
performing solo as part of the series.

´We are still presenting pieces that are works for orchestra rather
than e[tended chamber music, which seems to be the standard
practice right now for orchestras our si]e,µ said Milanov, speaking
from his home in Philadelphia. ´And we didn·t want to wait until we
reopened the season in more regular fashion. We wanted to make
a strong statement b\ premiering important works b\ African
American composers spanning over several generations.µ

The October 4 performance will feature a piece b\ George Walker,
with whom Milanov has worked in New York. Walker wrote L\ric for
SWringV while a graduate student at the Curtis Institute of Music,
where Milanov also studied, and was the Àrst Black composer to
win the Pulit]er Pri]e for Music. Milanov also conducts a piece b\
Mo]art on the program. Guest artist Inon Barnatan performs his
own arrangement of Rachmaninoff·s S\mphonic DanceV for solo
piano.

On October 18, Milanov leads the PSO in Carlos Simon·s An Eleg\:
A Cr\ from Whe GraYe, a piece the composer dedicates to ´those
murdered wrongfull\ b\ an oppressive power.µ Milanov is especiall\
enthusiastic about this work. ´It·s an eleg\ to the memor\ of four
people wrongfull\ killed b\ the police,µ he said. ´It·s an emotional
piece, a work that represents the time in which we live, but through
the e\es of a person who belongs to that part of our societ\.µ

Also on the program are Shostakovich·s Chamber S\mphon\, a
transcription for string orchestra of his SWring QXarWeW No. 8, and a
solo performance b\ cellist Pablo Ferrinde]. ´The Shostakovich
piece is important because it was completed after he visited
Dresden,µ Milanov said. ´He dedicated it to all the victims of fascist
rule. I think it·s interesting how two composers have found a wa\ to
reÁect on social responses of their times. I Ànd this parallel ver\
inspiring.µ

The Ànal work on the fall series is November 15, featuring the
Andante moderato from Florence Price·s SWring QXarWeW in G Major
and Edvard Grieg·s Holberg SXiWe, conducted b\ PSO Assistant
Conductor Nell Flanders. Finnish violinist Elina Vlhlll will perform
her own solo selection.

The orchestra will begin taping and recording this week, using
Morven Museum as a temporar\ studio. Additional taping will take
place in Palmer Square at a date to be announced. ´We·ll be
following social distancing of course,µ said Milanov. ´I have other
orchestras in Europe, which is alread\ opening for audiences. I·m
looking forward to when we have that here. But right now, we have
this ver\ interesting series.µ
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← PUeYioXV PoVW Ne[W PoVW →

All performances are at 4 p.m. For tickets and additional
information, visit princetons\mphon\.org or call (609) 497-0020.
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